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	From the Governor
“	Five years since the opening of the BCEC, it has become one  
of the Commonwealth’s key economic engines, 
bringing thousands of people from around the world to Massachusetts, 

	 and spurring long-term economic ties with local businesses that propel 

	 our economy forward.”

	 Deval L. Patrick
	 Governor, Commonwealth of Massachusetts

	From the Mayor
“	With the opening of the BCEC just five years ago, Boston has earned its 

place among the world’s most envied destinations for major meetings and 

conferences, bringing millions of attendees to our historic city. The  
Hynes and the BCEC have together helped to raise 

	the profile of Boston as a worldwide hub for life sciences, 

medical research and technology by bringing leading international thinkers 

	 together with local talent, creating long-term economic benefit to our industry 

	 and economy.”

	 Thomas M. Menino
	 Mayor, City of Boston

Top Medical/Life Sciences Events 2004-2009

Yankee Dental Congress	 January 2009	 28,047 attendees

2007 BIO International Convention	 May 2007	 20,000 attendees

American Association of Orthodontists 109th Annual Session	 May 2009	 20,000 attendees

Top Technology Events 2004-2009

AIIM/On Demand	 March 2008	 35,000 attendees

Microsoft Tech Ed	 June 2006	 2,000 attendees

eBay! Live	 June 2007	 11,000 attendees

Getting Their Geek On
Even though technology has enabled the growth of virtual meetings, companies are 
still finding value in meeting face-to-face with customers, partners, suppliers, and 
investors. In fact, technology events hold both the first and second spots in MCCA’s 
Top 20 events between 2005-2009. When AIIM/On Demand came to the BCEC in 
2007 and 2008, more than 70,000 attendees who made Boston their destination 
created an economic impact of over $50 million. 

An Apple a Day
Medical and life science conventions and meetings continue their dominance at the  
MCCA, with 184 events hosting 603,313 attendees from 2005-2009. Economic impact 
from these shows totaled $648 million and accounted for 922,722 hotel room nights. 
Among the life sciences highlights were five consecutive meetings of the Yankee Dental 
Congress, all of which landed in our Top 20 shows based on economic impact.

medical/life sciences

technology

ECONOMIC IMPACT From Medical/Life Sciences Events 

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 Total

Total Events 32 32 41 41 38 184

Total Attendees 92,182 103,925 120,104 134,104 152,998 603,313

Total Hotelroom Nights 128,368 155,598 185,317 222,597 230,842 922,722

Economic Impact (in millions) $ 89.87 $ 106.33 $ 127.37 $ 158.25 $ 166.55 $ 648.37

Tax Benefit (in millions) $ 5.30 $ 6.39 $ 7.67 $ 9.73 $ 10.13 $ 39.22

ECONOMIC IMPACT From Technology Events 

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 Total

Total Events 25 36 34 33 29 157

Total Attendees 63,340 70,831 83,611 81,915 46,015 345,712

Total Hotelroom Nights 80,560 117,484 98,165 82,023 64,824 443,056

Economic Impact (in millions) $ 58.89 $ 78.64 $ 77.50 $ 74.06 $ 47.57 $ 336.66

Tax Benefit (in millions) $ 3.42 $ 4.76 $ 4.47 $ 4.23 $ 2.88 $ 19.76

5-year retrospective

Lay Your Head
Since the opening of the BCEC in 2004, the local hospitality industry has kept pace 
with our growth, with new hotels opening to meet the needs of convention planners 
and attendees alike. From the openings of the Westin Boston Waterfront, W Boston, 
and the Renaissance Boston Waterfront Hotel, thousands of new hotel rooms have 
increased both the city’s and the MCCA’s ability to maintain Boston as a premier 
destination for conventions and meetings. 

Brain Power
Convention planners don’t need to fly in world-renowned experts to Boston to 
speak at their events because the experts can just hop on the T. With more than 
80 colleges and universities that employ more than 108,000 people (a number 
expected to grow to 119,000 by 2016), the Commonwealth has more than its 
share of top-notch speakers, specialists, and professionals to meet every need.
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5-year retrospective

Top Academic Events 2004-2009

National Science Teachers Association	 March 2008	 21,000 attendees

ACM Siggraph	 August 2006	 20,000 attendees

American Library Association	 January 2005	 13,000 attendees

Hotel ROoms 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 Total

Commercial 39,176 59,896 54,682 29,720 40,193 223,667

Education 60,983 79,216 78,254 113,863 36,340 368,656

High-Tech 80,560 117,484 98,165 82,023 64,824 443,056

Medical 128,368 155,598 185,317 222,597 230,842 922,722

Other 63,299 101,250 163,740 179,210 152,857 660,356

ECONOMIC IMPACT From Academic Events 

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 Total

Total Events 17 25 19 23 21 105

Total Attendees 47,053 56,095 55,870 66,130 50,450 275,598

Total Hotelroom Nights 60,983 79,216 78,254 113,863 36,340 368,656

Economic Impact (in millions) $ 37.68 $ 51.32 $ 54.32 $ 78.77 $ 33.99 $ 256.08

Tax Benefit (in millions) $ 2.31 $ 3.14 $ 3.26 $ 4.89 $ 1.91 $ 15.51




