Front

&

issue 3
summer 08

news from the massachusetts convention center authority

CENTER

Milestones and Momentum
Enhancing economic impact,
supporting civic engagement
by Gloria Cordes Larson and James E. Rooney
The BCEC has reached another important milestone on its path to
success as a premier convention destination. In early June, the facility
booked its one millionth hotel room night since its opening in the
summer of 2004.
That the BCEC could exceed this benchmark in less than four years
is a great indicator of the venue’s popularity and its ability to provide
significant economic benefits for the Commonwealth and for the
region’s hospitality industry.
In the time the BCEC has
been open, the MCCA has
welcomed nearly 1.4 million
national and international
visitors to 520 meetings,
conventions, and tradeshows.
In the process, we have
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generated $910 million in
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economic impact for the
city and region. Of course, a large part of this success is due to the fact
that Boston is now seen as a very desirable destination for event
attendees, a reputation that the city’s civic, business, and community
leaders have worked hard to create.
This May, to help further revitalization in Boston and its neighborhoods,
the MCCA opened the BCEC to the 2008 Boston Civic Summit, an
unprecedented gathering of over 450 of the city’s leaders.

a taste of what’s to
come at the hynes
Proposed Restaurant and Retail Space
Discussed at Open Meeting
On Tuesday, June 10th, the MCCA held a community meeting to
update Back Bay residents on the proposed renovations at the John
B. Hynes Veterans Memorial Convention Center. The centerpiece of
the $18 million plan involves the creation of retail and restaurant
space in the prime Back Bay location. “The Hynes is already a vital
part of the life and economy of the Back Bay and Boston,” James E.
Rooney, MCCA Executive Director, told the crowd, “and the addition
of retail and restaurant space will make it a more exciting place for
conventioneers, residents, and people enjoying Boston.”
The proposed retail space will
be located in two areas. The
first will span two levels and
will be located along Boylston
Street at the east corner of
the building, adjacent to the
Prudential Plaza. The second
space will be entirely on one

During the one-day event, this group generated a shared vision for
the city and its neighborhoods, identified priorities for realizing that
vision, and launched a process for developing action plans to advance
collective priorities that will continue to make Boston a vibrant and
exciting place to live, work, and visit. A preliminary report is available
at bostoncivicsummit.org.
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level, located along the west corner at Dalton and Boylston Streets. The
20,000 total square feet will generate $1-1.5 million per year in additional
revenue from the Hynes and enliven Boylston Street without interrupting
or having a negative impact on convention bookings or business.

The proposed plan also includes updates to the facility’s security,
interior design, technology, and audio/visual capabilities — as well
as new, environmentally friendly renovations.

“

The addition of retail
and restaurant space
at the Hynes will make
it a more exciting place
for conventioneers,
residents, and people

”

enjoying Boston.

~ James E. Rooney
Executive Director, MCCA

Neighborhood Update:
new places to see and be seen in the fort point channel/seaport district
Down at 283 Summer Street, there’s the cutting-edge Achilles Project —
part boutique with exclusive designer labels, part restaurant with cuisine
from award-winning chef, Michael Leviton, and part gallery exhibiting
the work of local artists. In South Boston Maritime Park, Beehive co-owner
Darryl Settles has just opened an outdoor dining venue, “D” Street Café,
which will feature fresh, family-oriented fare, as well as live music on
Thursdays. Coming soon on Congress Street, where a former wool
merchant’s building is being converted into luxury lofts, will be Barbara
Lynch’s 15,000-square-foot dining complex, featuring an upscale restaurant,
a casual eatery, a gourmet shop, and a bar.
Across Fort Point Channel and into the Seaport District, new retail shops,
public spaces, art galleries, cultural and entertainment venues, offices,
residences, and restaurants are joining long-time neighborhood icons in
making this one of the most vibrant, active parts of the city. Just one
example: last year’s Taste of Fort Point Channel featured the cuisine of
11 local restaurants; this year’s showcased 25.
In the works: the first building of the long-awaited Fan Pier project,
scheduled to open in 2010, and the $3.5 billion, 23-acre Seaport Square
project, which hopes to break ground this fall.
Achilles photos: John Horner Photography

It’s Summer, and the
Boston Convention Scene is

Hot!

Local Bostonians may be planning to get away from the city this summer, but the town will

reveling in summer
4th annual summer street solstice
art celebration kicks off a weekend
of fort point channel fun

be far from empty. While there is an impressive lineup of meetings and events scheduled at
the BCEC and the Hynes, there are four large conventions — two at each facility — that should
keep things busy in both July and August. “With summertime conventions, attendees frequently

There was the Queen Sun, King Moon, and

plan their vacations around the show, which means they are more likely to extend their stays

happy celebrants stretched along Fort Point

and bring their spouses and families,” said James E. Rooney, MCCA Executive Director. “That’s

Channel, from the Congress Street Bridge

good news for local hotels, restaurants, and retail stores, as well as historic and cultural
attractions,” he added. In fact, these four events alone are expected to attract 41,000 attendees
and generate more than 72,000 hotel room nights and $50.9 million in economic activity.

to the Moakley Bridge. It was all part of
Summersday Revels, an outdoor celebration
of Boston’s cultural diversity presented by

national association of letter carriers (nalc)

the Friends of Fort Point Channel.

july 21 through 25 — bcec

For the first time, the

NALC is the association of retired and active city delivery letter
carriers employed by the U. S. Postal Service. The group’s 66th
biennial convention is expected to attract 11,000 attendees.
Early registration had put the Boston meeting among the top
ten largest in the organization’s 119-year history.

festivities were kickedoff at the BCEC, with
the MCCA’s 4th Annual
Summer Street Solstice

american sociological association (asa)

Art Celebration, show-

august 1 through 4 — hynes

This 103-year-old association is made up of college and
university faculty, researchers, students, and practitioners. More
than 5,000 members are expected to attend the four-day meeting.

american psychological association (apa)

The APA is the largest scientific and professional organization
representing psychology in the United States. It is the world’s
largest association of psychologists, counting more than
148,000 researchers, educators, clinicians, consultants, and
students as members. The summer’s largest meeting,
approximately 18,000 attendees are expected.

american political science association (apsa)
august 28 through 31 — hynes

called “Natural Acts”, features paintings by

Also on display, a series of photo collage
portraits by students at Fenway High School.
“The MCCA’s annual event is a celebration
of artistic spirit and creativity throughout
the city and the Commonwealth,” said
James E. Rooney, executive director of the

Point Channel. “Since the summer solstice
fell on a Friday this year, we were able to
join in a great local neighborhood cultural
tradition and be a part of the Summersday
Revels weekend.”
For those who missed the opportunity to

Total Summer Events: 28
Total Summer Hotel Room Nights: 153,246

presentation, an invitational exhibition

MCCA and president of the Friends of Fort

The APSA is the leading professional organization for the study
of political science. It serves more than 15,000 members in over
80 countries. The 104th Annual Meeting, the largest annual
gathering of political scientists in the world, is expected to bring
together over 7,000 political scientists, social science scholars,
academics, university and institutional decision-makers, and
others interested in politics, policy, and research.

Total Summer Event Attendees: 84,950

with 150 new pieces of art. The major

eight award-winning Massachusetts artists.

august 14 through 17 — bcec

summer
event
overview

casing nine exhibits

total summer
economic impact:
$106.6 million

Total Summer Tax Benefits: $4.2 million

event spotlight

see this art during the Summer Street
Solstice event, the BCEC will host additional
public viewings on July 31 and August 28,
from 5 to 9 p.m.

BUZ Z

the Buzz
awards and green initiatives

Green Team Named

The MCCA has assembled a

team of 16 senior executives

from multiple disciplines who

have been charged with reducing
the carbon footprint at both the
BCEC and the Hynes. Initiatives include energy minimization,
water conservation, and waste reduction programs.

Scholarships Doubled

The MCCA Hospitality Scholarship Fund is doubling the number
of scholarships to be awarded to Massachusetts students

who are preparing for careers in the hospitality industry. This
year, four scholarships of $2,500 each will be awarded. The

scholarships are funded by revenue generated from consumer
“gate” shows at the BCEC.

Rooney Recognized

MCCA Executive Director James E. Rooney was recently honored
with the American Society for Public Administration’s 2008

Distinguished Public Administrator Award. The award is given
annually to an individual who is acknowledged as a results-

oriented leader and whose contributions demonstrate exemplary
accomplishment or a long-standing series of achievements in
public service. The ASPA is the largest and most prominent

professional association in the field of public administration.

Earth Day Bonus for Hybrid Drivers

Hybrid vehicle owners who parked in the MCCA-owned and
operated Boston Common Garage on Earth Day received a

reward for doing their part for the environment: free parking,
compliments of the MCCA.

Zipping up the Boston
Common Garage
The MCCA is making life
a little more convenient
for city residents and
visitors who use Zipcars, the world’s largest car-sharing service.
The Boston Common Garage is now home to six of these
vehicles, which are becoming a critical element in helping to
reduce automobile usage and congestion in cities throughout
the country.
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july 2008
20-25

B

National Association of Letter Carriers | 11,000

26

H

CSA — J. Spencer Assoc. | 550

29-31

B

Campus Technology — 1105 Media | 1,000

august 2008
1-4

H

American Sociological Association | 5,000

14-17

B

American Psychological Assn Annual Meeting | 18,000

19-23

B

Toys ''R'' Us Delaware, Inc. | 850

20-22

H

Best Buy WOLF 2008 | 3,000

28-31

H

American Political Science Association | 7,000

september 2008
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4-7

H

Int'l Congress on Meningiomas & Venous System | 700

6-9

B

Boston Gift Show | 10,000

8

H

Rental Housing Fall Conference | 500

8-12

B

Intl Assn for Protection of Industrial Property | 4,000

11

H

American Society of Nuclear Cardiology | 1,600

15-16

H

Regulatory Affairs Professionals Society | 1,600

18

B

Vertex Pharmaceuticals Inc. | 1,000

19-20

H

New England Independent Booksellers Association | 1,500

21-23

H

Airports Council Intl-World & North American Conf | 2,000

21-26

B

Am Society for Therapeutic Radiology & Oncology | 12,000

26

B

Teamsters Local 82 75th Birthday Celebration | 600

27-28

H

CollegeFest 2008 | 6,000

october 2008
2-5

H

American Society for Healthcare Risk Management | 2,100

4-6

B

The Financial Planning Association | 4,000

6

H

2008 Golden Corral Trade Show | 1,000

11-13

H

American Academy of Pediatrics | 10,000

12

B

2nd Magnificat Conference | 4,000

13

B

Harvard Business School Centennial Celebration | 1,600

16

B

CHAPA Annual Dinner | 1,600

16-18

B

Natural Products Expo East | 20,000

B BCEC Event | Attendees
H Hynes Event | Attendees
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what’s happening in springfield, massachusetts

A Real Laughing Matter
September 18th, Jeff Dunham will help make Springfield
Comedy Central Massachusetts
It all started with Larry the Cable Guy. Now, Comedy Central’s Jeff Dunham
is the next big star to make the MassMutual Center a must-visit venue
on the travelling comedy show circuit. Dunham, who has taken the art of
ventriloquism and transformed it into cutting-edge comedy, will present
his “Sparks of Insanity” at the MassMutual Center on September 18th. As
usual, he will be accompanied by his reckless, fast-talking suitcase “posse’,
a team of three-foot-tall sidekicks named Peanut,
Walter, Melvin, Jose Jalapeño, and Achmed the Terrorist.
Dunham and friends are a favorite with comedy fans
of all ages, and the show has been playing to sold-out
audiences from Bakersfield, California to Buffalo, New
York, to Birmingham, Alabama.
Tickets to this event are currently available through
Ticketmaster (www.ticketmaster.com).

Boston Convention & Exhibition Center
415 Summer Street, Boston, MA 02210

